
Member Communications Specialist - Charlene Adelstone; 
Graphic Designer - Kevin Strickland; Vice President, Communications Division - Stephen Greene 

The Grand Strander, the official newsletter of the Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of Commerce, is published the first Tuesday of every month.
Periodicals U.S. Postage Paid.  Myrtle Beach, SC 29578 USPS 124-490. The Grand Strander is printed by Just Printing. 

The 
Grand
Strander

The 
Grand
Strander

2

Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony Set

rom signing the Declaration of Independence to
landing on the moon, the sons and daughters of
South Carolina have played a part in some of the
most momentous events in modern history. To

honor just such outstanding citizens, the South Carolina
Hall of Fame was dedicated on February 11, 1973, by Gov.
John C. West. Traditionally the Hall of Fame has paid trib-
ute to two individuals, one living and one deceased.

This year, former Gov. West himself will be inducted into
the society he dedicated exactly 29 years earlier. Joining
West in the gallant procession of statesmen, scientists,
artists, soldiers, clergymen, teachers, bankers, and athletes
immortalized in the Hall of Fame will be the late Major
James Lide Coker. West and Coker will become the 66th
and 67th inductees into the prestigious hall.

A Camden native born in 1922, John C. West received a
bachelor of arts degree from The Citadel in 1942.
Following service in World War II, for which he was award-
ed the Army Commendation Medal, West attended law
school at the University of South Carolina and was elected
president of the senior law class. He graduated magna cum
laude in 1948.

West represented Kershaw County in the state Senate
from 1955 until 1966, when he was elected lieutenant gov-
ernor of South Carolina. He was elected governor in 1970.
Considered progressive in racial matters, West improved
relations between blacks and whites in the state during his
administration. He also supported teacher pay raises and
automobile liability insurance reform. He vetoed a 1974 bill
restoring the state’s death penalt y, but the veto was overrid-
den by the legislature.

After leaving office, West returned to his Camden law
practice, soon to be appointed by President Jimmy Carter
as ambassador to Saudi Arabia, a position he held until
April 1981. Upon returning to South Carolina, he estab-
lished a law practice on Hilton Head Island and was associ-
ated with several law firms there. West also served as distin-
guished professor of Middle East Studies at the University
of South Carolina and as vice chairman of the board of
directors of West, Onorato, Burden and Associates, Inc., a
real estate development firm. In addition, he has been a
director for Donaldson, Lufkin, and Jenrette, as well as
many other corporations.

James Lide Coker was born in 1837 on a large planta-
tion near Society Hill. He attended South Carolina Military
Institute, later renamed The Citadel, and Harvard
University, where he completed special work in soil analysis
and plant development.

Coker was commissioned captain of Company E, 6th

South Carolina Infantry, and later was promoted to major
during the Civil War. A successful farmer for 50 years,
Coker served in the South Carolina Legislature from 1864
to 1866, when he opened a small country store in
Hartsville that he later developed into one of the largest
department stores in the state.

Coker was a member of Norwood & Coker, cotton and
naval supply dealers in Charleston, from 1874 to 1881. He
organized the Darlington National Bank in 1884, and in
1889 he built a small railroad from Darlington to Hartsville,
which was subsequently purchased by the Atlantic Coast
Line. That same year, he organized with his son, James L.
Coker Jr., the Carolina Fiber Company, the first corporation
to make wood pulp from pine trees on a large scale. A few
years later, he promoted the Southern Novelty Company,
manufacturing from paper the cones and parallel tubes
used by yarn mills for shipping the yarn. He also organized
the Hartsville Cotton Mill, The Hartsville Cotton-Seed Oil
Mill, and the Bank of Hartsville. With son David, Coker
developed on his farm one of the South’s principal experi-
mental agencies for seed-testing and plant development.

In 1908, Coker made an initial subscription of $85,000
in land and $150,000 in cash for the establishment of a col-
lege for women in Hartsville; the school became Coker
College.

Virtually bankrupt at the end of the Civil War, Coker
accumulated one of the largest private fortunes in the histo-
ry of the state. He is regarded as one of the state’s most
versatile businessmen and the foremost South Carolina phi-
lanthropist of his generation. Coker died in 1918.

The South Carolina Hall of Fame, designated the state’s
official Hall of Fame in a bill signed into law September 21,
2001, by Gov. Jim Hodges, is located in the Myrtle Beach
Convention Center. The gallery is open from 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. daily. Admission is free.
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S e p tember Airport Act i v i ty

2000 2001 change

Arrivals 6 2 , 5 1 2 4 3 , 4 7 3 - 3 0 . 5%
Departures 6 4 , 8 2 4 4 5 , 9 0 1 - 2 9 . 2%

Percentage change +4%

$936,724

$975,260

2001

2000

$70,059

$47,403

2000

2001

Residential Construction Permits - September 2001

Location Myrtle Beach Unincorporated North Myrtle Beach Surfside Beach           Georgetown County

Single Family Units 16 128 19 5 49

Single Family Units Cost $2,984,135 $12,641,775 $2,859,146 $624,476 $9,426,721

Multi-Family Bldgs 2 0 5 0 0

Multi-Family Units 12 0 123 0 0

Multi-Family Bldgs Cost $708,500 $0 $18,426,021 $0 $0

Residential Construction Permits - September 2000
0Location Myrtle Beach Unincorporated North Myrtle Beach Surfside Beach           Georgetown County

Single Family Units 1 106 18 1 45

Single Family Units Cost $427,785 $11,583,779 $2,472,878 $279,000 $7,184,905

Multi-Family Bldgs 3 7 5 0 3

Multi-Family Units 52 38 79 0 21

Multi-Family Bldgs Cost $5,600,000 $2,057,760 $4,642,460 $0 $1,839,579

S e p tember Admissions Tax

2000 2001 change

Horry County $685,335 $575,284 -16.1%
Georgetown County $62,063 $52,865 -14.8%

Percentage change -32%

September Horry County

Accommodations Tax Collections
September Georgetown County

Accommodations Tax Collections

S e p tember Gross Retail Sales

2000 2001 change

Horry County $520,832,078 $537,458,243 +3.2%

Georgetown County $80,142,213 $76,956,119 -4.0%  

S e p tember Unemploy m e n t
(number of persons in labor force, rate)

2000 rate 2001 rate

Horry County 108,190 2.5% 104,930 3.7%

Georgetown County 25,690 6.8% 25,790 8.5%

S.C. Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
February 11
10:30 a.m.

Myrtle Beach Convention Center

Major James Lide Coker Gov. John C. West


