
Member Communications Specialist - Charlene Adelstone; 
Graphic Designer - Kevin Strickland; Vice President, Communications Division - Stephen Greene 

The Grand Strander, the official newsletter of the Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of Commerce, is published the first Tu e s d ay of every month.
Periodicals U.S. Postage Paid.  Myrtle Beach, SC 29578 USPS 124-490. The Grand Strander is printed by Just Printing. 

The 
Grand
Strander

The 
Grand
Strander

2
S o u rces: S.C. Departments of PRT and Reve n u e , Bureau of Census, S.C. Employment Commission, Horry County Department of A i r p o r t s

7

D e c e m b e r Airport A c t iv i t y

2002 2003 change

Arrivals 3 3 , 9 6 2 4 1 , 2 0 9 + 2 1 . 3 4%
Departures 3 6 , 0 0 6 4 3 , 0 1 8 + 1 9 . 4 7%

Percentage 
change +6.6%

Residential Construction Permits - December 2003
Location Myrtle Beach Unincorporated North Myrtle Beach Surfside Beach           Georgetown County

Single Family Units 10 212 37 5 45

Single Family Units Cost $5,549,113 $27,900,199 $5,282,306 $1,028,747 $8,807,555

Multi-Family Bldgs 1 1 2 0 4

Multi-Family Units 2 5 87 0 16

Multi-Family Bldgs Cost $223,500 $351,328 $9,838,233 $0 $999,798

Residential Construction Permits - December 2002
0Location Myrtle Beach Unincorporated North Myrtle Beach Surfside Beach           Georgetown County

Single Family Units 3 172 27 17 33

Single Family Units Cost $1,620,000 $22,455,219 $3,224,491 $2,181,718 $6,365,270

Multi-Family Bldgs 1 1 5 1 1

Multi-Family Units 20 6 74 3 5

Multi-Family Bldgs Cost $2,725,000 $550,000 $8,798,636 $235,000 $251,912

D e c e m b e r Admissions Tax

2002 2003 change

Horry County $287,236 $301,967 +5.1%
Georgetown County $56,986 $39,834 -30.1%

Horry County Accommodations Tax Collections

D e c e m b e r Gross Retail Sales

2002 2003 change

Horry County $415,222,066 $476,342,179 +14.7%
Georgetown County $72,628,647 $74,541,115 +2.6%  

D e c e m b e r U n e m p l oy m e n t
(number of persons in labor force, rate)

2002 rate 2003 rate

Horry County 108,250 5.7% 98,120 6.5%
Georgetown County 26,210 11.4% 24,330 14.8%

$233,640

2002

2003

2004

$33,167

$25,295
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Percentage 

change -6.2%

December
Percentage

Change +24.4%

January

Percentage 
change -19.6%

November
Percentage 

change -27.4%

December
Percentage

Change +11%

January

$364,649

$388,686

$26,677

Georgetown County Accommodations Tax Collections
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orry-Georgetown Technical
College is offering the ACT™
WorkKeys® System. The program
is a national system for assessing
and then teaching workplace

skills. It is designed to help:
•Businesses fulfill their needs for work-

place skills in hiring and training;
•Individuals document their workplace

skills; 
•States and schools comply with assess-

ment guidelines, particularly for school-to-
work and workforce development programs; 

•Institutions meet Tech-Prep initiatives.

WorkKeys offers flexible, cost-effective
components, including profiling training and
services to help employers develop skill pro-
files for jobs, instructional targets to guide
teaching and curriculum development, spe-
cialized reporting services, and assessments
of generic workplace skills. Some of the
assessments available are applied mathemat-
ics, applied technology, business writing,
and reading for information.

To learn more, contact Michael Hughes,
Horry–Georgetown Tech’s associate vice
president for contractual training, at
477-2041.

H
Workplace Skills Taught at Tech

or an update on the issues being dis-
cussed in the State House, plan to
attend this year’s Sunrise Legislative
Breakfast, sponsored by HTC

Communications. The event will bring
together the Grand Strand’s representatives
for an informal legislative update and will
give members the opportunity to ask ques-
tions and share their opinions.

The breakfast is slated for April 30 at the
Myrtle Beach Marriott Resort at Grande
Dunes beginning with a buffet at 8 a.m. 
followed by introductions and discussions

at 8:30.
“This is an ideal opportunity for members

to interact with the individuals who repre-
sent them,” explained Dee Briggs, vice presi-
dent of the Membership Division. “It is
important that our representatives know our
needs, and this will be the perfect time to
express them.”

To register, log on to the chamber’s Web
site at www.myrtlebeachinfo.com/chamber.
For additional information, contact Briggs at
916-7222. The cost to attend is $9. 

F
Gathering of Legislators Scheduled

$16,793

he 53rd annual Sun Fun Festival® is
just around the corner. Plan to take
part in this year’s festival, with the
theme “It’s All About Fun,”

June 3-7.

Media Blitz
Specific regional media outlets will run pro-

motions for Sun Fun, giving away mini-vaca-
tions good during the festival. Items needed
are tickets, certificates for two- or three-night
stays, and promotional items. All sponsors
will be mentioned during the promotion.

Souvenir Program
The chamber will again partner with The

Sun News to publish and distribute a 32-page
program. Some 80,000 copies will be distrib-
uted. Generous space for advertising will be
reserved.   

Pageants
Gifts for the winners of the Miss Sun Fun

and Miss Bikini Wahine Contests are needed. 

To learn more about how your business can
support the festival, contact Marilyn
Chewning at 916-7213 or Holly Tanner at
916-7239.

Join in the Sun Fun Celebration

T

$235,643

$187,760


